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Vs
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O/o The Executive Officer,

Nagar Council,

Jaitu - 151202,

Distt. - Faridkot

  


     
       
                   ..…Respondent





Complaint  Case No.  2699 of 2014
Present :
Sh. Madan Lal, the complainant in person. 

Sh.  Charanjit Singh, Accountant, on behalf of the respondent.
ORDER 

On the last date of hearing, held on 06.01.2015, in this case, a show-cause was 
issued to Ms. Poonam Bhatnagar, the then Executive Officer, Municipal Council, Jaitu ( Distt. Faridkot),  under Section 20(1) of the RTI Act.



In a representation, dated 06.01.2015, which was received through Diary No. 347 dated 06.01.2015, Ms. Poonam Bhatnagar raised certain points before the Bench of undersigned to seek certain reliefs.  This representation was received by the Bench of the undersigned at 03.30 P. M. on that day, much after the hearing was over in this case. Hence no decision on this representation of  Ms. Bhatnagar could be taken by the Bench of  the undersigned.



After examining the above mentioned representation, it is found that on the bottom of second page of that representation, it is written that  “ Through Naresh K. Gupta, Authorized Signatory”.  However, no signature has been put by  Ms. Bhatnagar below the signature of Sh. Naresh K. Gupta to establish  that Sh. Gupta has been authorised by her to submit this submission.


Another representation was moved by Ms. Bhatnagar before the Hon’ble Chief Information Commissioner, Punjab. It was received by the Bench of the undersigned through Diary No. 1848 dated 21.01.2015.



After examining the above mentioned representation, it is found that on the bottom of third page of that representation it is written that  “ Through Naresh K. Gupta, Authorized Signatory”.  However, no signature has been put by  Ms. Bhatnagar below the   signature of Sh. Naresh K. Gupta to establish that Sh. Gupta has been authorised  by her to submit this representation.
Contd…2/-

Complaint  Case No.  2699 of 2014

-2-


In this representation, She has raised certain queries and sought some reliefs.


When this case was taken up for hearing today, another representation, which was received on the Commission vide Diary No. 2882 dated 04.02.2015, was also found placed in the file.



In this representation, Ms. Bhatnagar has sought for an exemption for attending today’s hearing in the Commission due to her pre occupation with meeting of D. C., Moga in connection with elections of Municipal Councils in Punjab.




A letter, which was signed by Sh. Naresh K. Gupta, was received in the Commission through Diary no. 2711 dated 02.02.2015. 

In this letter, Mr. Gupta has put his signatures. He has also mentioned the place of 
this  representation is Chandigarh.


In this letter, Mr. Gupta, who has claimed himself as authorized advisor, has prayed before the Bench of the undersigned for adjourning this complaint case till a decision of Full Bench of the Commission.



Mr. Gupta, however, did not submit any document from where it could have  been established that the above mentioned letter has been moved by him after getting authorization from Ms. Bhatnagar.


During the hearing, Sh. Charanjit Singh, Accountant, M. C., Jaitu, who appeared on behalf of the respondent-PIO concerned, submits that Sh. Racchpal Singh, E. O., M. C., Jaitu, is on leave and hence he has been asked to attend today’s hearing.


He also submits that Sh. Naresh Gupta has not been authorized to attend today’s hearing. He also submits that information will be supplied to the complainant immediately after
E. O. joins duty.
The complainant, Sh. Madan Lal, who appeared in today’s hearing, submits in 

writing that that Sh. Naresh Gupta must be stopped from attending hearings in this case as Sh. Gupta does not have any valid authority letter from the M. C., Jaitu. He mentions that the authority letter, which has been placed on the file, is in torn up position.


He also expresses that there is threat to his  life. Hence,  the  S. S. P., Faridkot be informed about it. while expressing this, Sh. Madan Lal has also made another submission  that there are number of reports regarding the attacks on RTI Activists and hence he must be provided with security.



Another letter which was received through Diary No. 3062 dated 05.02.2015 or 06.02.2015, Sh. Madan Lal requested that identity proof of the complainant must not be taken as that can go into wrong hands and could cause harm to his  property and the person.
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In his verbal statement, during the hearing today, Sh. Madan Lal pleads that Sh. Naresh Gupta has appeared in this case on previous dates without any valid authorization and hence action must be taken against him. He also pleads that the respondent-PIO concerned be
 directed to supply him the requisites information and action must be taken for delay into the same.



During examination of this file, it has come into the notice of the Bench that Ms. Bhatnagar has not put her signatures below the signatures of Sh. Naresh Gupta where Sh. Gupta has shown himself as authorized signatory on the representation made by her  to Hon’ble Chief Information Commissioner, Punjab and which was received through diary number 1848 dated

21.01.2015.
          

Considering the request of Ms. Bhatnagar, an exemption is granted to her from today’s hearing with the direction that she would file her reply to clarify the fact that whether she has authorized Sh. Naresh Gupta to appear before this Bench in this case and if yes, then in which capacity and under which rule of the state government or the department of local bodies, she has done so.
           

 A copy of this order be sent to Ms. Bhatnagar, who is now posted as Executive Officer (EO), Municipal Council, Nihal Singh Wala (Moga) through registered post.
A copy of this order be sent to the Principal Secretary to Govt. of Punjab, Deptt. of  

Local Bodies, Pb. and Director, Local Govt., Punjab, through registered post for their information so that they could be able to take action at their respective ends, if they desire so and if they found that Ms. Bhatnagar has done wrong by authorizing Sh. Naresh Gupta to appear in State Information Commission in complaint and appeal cases in illegal manner.



A copy of this order alongwith copy of letter of Sh. Madan Lal  for seeking security for him due to threat to his life be sent to the S.S.P, Faridkot through registered post with the advice to take appropriate action on the same,  if he/she desires so.
The case is adjourned to 11th March, 2015 (Wednesday) at 11:00 A. M. in  
Chamber, S. C. O. 32 – 34, Sector 17 – C, Chandigarh.
Copies of the order be sent to the parties.

   (Chander Parkash)

6th February, 2015
    
   
              
    State Information Commissioner
CC ;
i) The Principal Secretary

to Govt. of Punjab,

(Regd. Post)


Department of  Local Bodies,

Pb. Mini Sectt., Chandigarh
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ii) The Director,

(Regd. Post)


 Local Govt., Punjab,

SCO No. 131-132, Sector 17-C,

Chandigarh

iii) The Sr. Supdt. of Police,

(Regd. Post)


Faridkot
            
 Encl :
